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Society for Expo-logy

(Formerly the “Expos and Human History” Research Team)
19th Research Meeting

Hybrid event held in the Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial Hall’s International Conference Hall I + Zoom.

% Please see the next page for information on accessing the venue and other details for the event.
All time indications below are in Japan Standard Time.

The two-day meeting will focus on the overall theme of “International Assistance in the
Framework of Expos”, while reflecting the Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai.

% During the Saturday evening session,

6 December 2025 (Saturday) -Japanese <> English simultaneous interpretation will be provided;
-On-site participants will be provided with a boxed dinner (if requested).
18 : 00~21: 00 Please see the next page for more information.

Session 1 Recalling experiences at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai: Can Expos visualise an equal world?

Speakers (to appear online):

Yannis Adebiaye (Guest / Commissioner General of Benin at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai, and Director of
Communications and Marketing, Benin Tourism)

Rachael Oforiwa Anim Sarpong (Guest / Deputy Commissioner General of Ghana at Expo 2025 Osaka
Kansai, and Export Trade Development Team Principal Commercial Officer, Ministry of Trade,
Agribusiness and Industry)

Stanley Jacobs (Guest / Commissioner General of Saint Christopher and Nevis at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai,
and Director of Investment Promotion at the St. Kitts Investment Promotion Agency)

Margaret Moonga (Guest / Deputy Commissioner General of Zambia at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai, and
Director, Domestic Trade and Commerce, Ministry of Commerce, Trade & Industry)

Oun Veasna (Guest / Official, Department of Exhibition Affairs, Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia)

Chiaya Rawlins (Guest / Coordinator of Rwanda Pavilion at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai)

Malira Sekonyela (Guest / Trade Promotion Manager, Lesotho National Development Corporation)

Maureen Smith (Guest / Commissioner General of Jamaica at Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai, and Promotions and
Events Officer, Jamaica Tourist Board)

€ 0On the BIE’s new Capacity Building Programme for Participation in and Organisation of Expos

Anca Anghel (Guest / Director of Research and Evaluation, The Bureau International des Exposition)

~Discussion (All Presenters and Audience Members)

7 December 2025 (Sunday)

10 : 00~12 : 30

Session 2 (Panel Discission) Expos and International Assistance: Current state, Issues, and Prospects
Speakers

Saotome Kenji (Associate Professor, Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Osaka International University)

Tokuhashi Kazuhiko (Guest / Advisor for Regional Partnership, JICA [Japan International Cooperation
Agency] Kansai)

Masahashi Hiro (Guest / Chief, Assistance Programme for Developing Countries Team, International
Relations Bureau, Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition)

Aleksandra Kova¢ (Guest / Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Serbia to Japan)

Nakamaki Hirochika (Professor Emeritus, National Museum of Ethnology, Japan)

<Moderator> Sano Mayuko (Professor, Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University)

~Discussion (All Presenters and Audience Members)

12 : 45~13 : 45 % Light snacks will be prepared for onsite participants

Publication launch! — The 4% issue of the Society for Expo-logy’s annual journal,
Banpakugaku: Expo-logy (Special feature "Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai: Perspectives from Expo-logy")
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Venue: Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial Hall I (2" floor)

» If you are coming by taxi from Kyoto Station, please ask the driver to go to Kyoto University’s Seimon
(Main Gate). It is about a 25-minute ride from the taxi stand at Kyoto Station’s Karasuma Central
Entrance. For information on other transportation options and more, please visit this website:
https://www.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/access/yoshida/index.html?set language=en

» The venue is in front of the Main Gate of Kyoto University. Please refer to this map:
https://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/access/main-campus-map (Building “3” on the main campus)

» Please bring your own beverages, as there will be none available at the venue.
(There are vending machines next to the Main Gate of the campus. In the Clock Tower Centennial Hall
basement, the University Co-op is open until 15:00, and Tully’s Coffee is open until 17:00 on
Saturdays. They are closed on Sundays.)

» There are no trash cans in the Clock Tower Centennial Hall. Please be sure to take any trash home with
you.

» Smoking is prohibited on the Kyoto University campus, including outside areas, except in designated
smoking areas.

Online participation

» Online participants will receive an email the day before the meeting with login information for the
Zoom meeting.

» Please enable and activate your Zoom video app during the meeting and prepare to show your face.
If you are unable to turn on your camera, you will not be able to participate. Please be aware of this
before applying.

» If you would like to use the simultaneous interpretation on Saturday, please see below. Please note that
the interpretation is NOT automatically available via Zoom.

> For the publication launch of the 4™ issue of Banpakugaku: Expo-logy on Sunday (12:45-), we will
keep the Zoom connection during the authors’ talks planned at the beginning. (After that, we will close
the Zoom meeting as we move on to a meet-and-greet reception.)

Simultaneous interpretation

» The Saturday session will be conducted with simultaneous interpretation in Japanese and English.
Advance registration is required for both on-site and online participants. (Please note that on Sunday,
there will be no interpretation and the discussions will be in Japanese only.)

» To access the simultaneous interpretation service, you will need to download a dedicated app to your
smartphone (or any other device if you prefer). Instructions will be sent in advance to those who have
registered to receive the provided interpretation service.

» 1If you attend on-site, please be sure to bring your own smartphone to which you have downloaded the

app, with a small pair of earphones. (Please do not use your smartphone’s speaker to listen to the

interpretation audio without earphones. Please also note that earphones will not be available for rental
at the venue.)

> If you attend online, in addition to a device for using Zoom videoconferencing (e.g., a PC), you will
need another device to receive simultaneous interpretation (e.g., a smartphone). Please prepare such
devices in advance.

Meals
» At the on-site venue, boxed dinners will be provided during the Saturday evening session (the actual
cost will be charged on the day). Please bring your own beverages. Those who do not wish to eat may
participate without eating.

In consideration of preparation procedures, please refrain from cancelling after registration.
» Zoom participants are welcome to eat their own food!
On Sunday, the publication launch of the 4" issue of Banpakugaku: Expo-logy will be a stand-up
reception) with sandwiches and coffee.
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